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This month’s articles:

Page 1: Latin lesson and April 
Membership Meeting


Page 2: Nichols’ Two Cents and 
Membership Reminders


Page 3: Museum Happenings


Page 4: Docent Luncheon and 
Museum Projects, Weyrich 
Lumber Thanks!


Page 5: Wall of Honor, April 
prize drawing, Heritage House 
Information


Page 6: Museum Supporters 
(now with hyperlinks)


Docents needed:


The more docents we have, the 
better we can open the various 
parts of the Museum to our town 
and its visitors. Just one fun 
four-hour day, once a month, 
makes all the difference. 

(See p. 6)


Project work:


There are lots of once-a-season 
projects at the museum. Current 
pruning and minor weeding 
showcase the Museum’s lovely 
gardens. July 4, fall, and holiday 
decor adds seasonal flair. Help 
setting up for meetings is always 
needed.  Contact the museum to 
get involved when it matches your 
schedule.

TEMPLETON TIMES

A publication of the Templeton Historical Museum Society

How do you say, “Centum Viginti” or 
shall we stick with 120?


P.O. Box 788 Templeton, CA 93465  templetonmuseum@gmail.com  805-434-0807  www.templetonmuseum.org.  309 S. Main St., Templeton 

THM January Historical Society General Membership Meeting, 
Thursday, April 25, 6 PM, at the Museum Railroad Depot 

Potluck at 5:00 PM

The evening will celebrate the 120th anniversary of Camp Atascadero, 

a little known history, when 5,000 National Guardsmen descended upon 
Templeton and the surrounding area.

Featuring
Historian Erik Brun


30-year career Army Logistics Officer
MBA/Masters Public History

President of the 99th Infantry BN Education Foundation 2014-23 

Erik’s research focuses on American  Army units composed of 
“others” and aliens collected by race, ethnicity, or nationality.


Thursday, April 25 
Meeting Meeting:
• Board member elections (more on 

see page 2).
• Annual potluck (See page 2)
• Prize drawing to support the 

Heritage House, $5 donation (see 
page 5).



Pictured above, troops moving along Main St., 

Templeton, 1884

mailto:templetonmuseum@gmail.com
http://www.templetonmuseum.com
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Nichols’  Two Cents


And for what it’s worth, that is my two cents.   

George Nichols, THMS Chairman 

DONATIONS ACCEPTED! 
The THM Yard Sale of Historical Proportions will 
take place this year on Saturday, April 27, 8 - 3 PM in 
the Old Blacksmith Shop.  Feel free to bring any items you 
wish to donate to our cause during museum hours: 1 - 4 
PM, Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday, or Thursdays before 
noon.  


Call the committee chair

Beth Walker for special needs or 
times: 805-610-1209 or email

templetonmuseum@gmail.com


A snippet in the time of our History Museum:

Many of you may know, I did not, that the History 
Museum went through a time of uncertainty in 
obtaining what was needed to get the Museum off 
the ground in the early part of this century. In fact, 
the situation was so dire that the Anderson family 
considered selling their wonderful Model T Touring 
Car in order to use the proceeds to help move the 
Museum forward rather than putting it on display. 
The Model T was appraised but found to be worth 
only a drop  in the bucket of what was necessary to break ground. It was at this 
time that fortune began to smile on the Museum with the Horstman house and the 
warehouse acquisitions becoming available. A miracle occurred around about this 
same time which was a substantial bequest presented to the Museum by the estate 
of Neil Willhoit securing the future of the Museum and the Model T Touring Car. It 
just goes to show how amazing things can happen in such an opportunistic fashion 
at times.

APRIL ELECTIONS: 
THM board of directors elections will take 
place at the Thursday, April 25 membership 
meeting. The nominations committee 
compiled a slate of the following persons:  
Steve Vize - 2nd term, THM secretary, 
Laura Brooks - 2nd term, promotions, 
grant-writing, newsletter, and Bud Nance - 
1st term, lifelong Templetonian, bringing 
expertise in diverse areas of value to the 
museum.

POTLUCK TIME!   
Our annual potluck dinner will take place 
during the Thursday, April 25 meeting, at 
5:00 PM.  Bring your favorite dish, salad, or 
dessert as well as your own place setting.  
Water and coffee will be provided.
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The Templeton Historical Museum hosted members of the 
California Blacksmith Association (CBA) to our wonderful Old 
Blacksmith Shop as we make this iconic location an integral part 
of the community.  Our resident blacksmith, David Thayer, 
brings his knowledge and love of this age-old craft to the forge 
on Saturdays.  Classes are open to the public!  
• Current offerings include:
• A one-time, four-hour “Discovery Class”
• A “National 1-A Curriculum” - a four four-hour class series 
• Click here to learn more about this exciting opportunity.

George Nichols and Jason 
Partida, Safety Consultant

The End of the Line

The museum was delighted to host Jim Cook at a book 
signing event. The step-son 0f author Al Wilhoit helped 
his mother, Carla, with the compilation of the book after 
Al’s death.  This labor of love gave us this complete 
history of Templeton.  Stop by the museum anytime to get 
your copy!

At left: Marsha Jaehnig and Jim Cook

Grace 
Crittenden, 

David 
Thayer


Mark Aspery, 
Master Blacksmith

Milt Neuman, Victoria Ritter 
(CBA Education Chair), 

David Black (THM 
photographer), Becky Schimpff  
(Artis Blacksmith Assoc. of

N. America)

Tell your tale!

Many folks have shared their family history 
with our DVD series.  Whether an old timer, or 
newly landed in Templeton, you have a story to 
share.  You, too, can become part of something 
truly historic! Additionally, the Museum has 
created a binder which organizes information on 
long-time families in the community.  Written 
information regarding your family can be 
memorialized at the museum or be used to 
enhance the information found in The End of 
the Line. Please contact the museum 
at templetonmuseum@gmail.com.


Since the Museum's last newsletter four more 
DVDs have been added to the Museum's 
library.  They include: Ruth Dyck 
Scoville,  Jeanne Fillipi, Jim Cook/Jackie Cook 
Lerno (Carla Willhoit's children), and Robert 
“Bud” Toevs.  The Museum’s library has over 
50 DVDs of interviews and speakers dating 
back to 1991.


THM applies for 
Safety Grant

Offered through the California State 
Library, a grant is being offered to 
upgrade our museum’s safety plans 
and facilities.  Your board members 
have learned a lot during the 
compilation of this document and 
hope that we are offered a substantial 
grant to protect and maintain the 
museum and all its buildings for 
generations to come.

Blacksmithing comes to THM

http://thayerforge.com
mailto:templetonmuseum@gmail.com
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Docent luncheon shines the spotlight on THM volunteers

During 2023, approximately 800 visitors came through the doors of the 
Templeton Historical Society Museum. Their attendance would not 
have been possible without individuals who were willing to volunteer 
their valuable time as docents. These valuable people were recognized 
at the annual docent appreciation luncheon from Aliyah’s Kitchen on 
Wednesday, March 20, held in our depot. Beth Walker shared insights 
on museum visitors, highlighting Saturday as the busiest day. 
Founder’s Day and Vineyard Elementary School third-grade tours 
greatly added to our numbers. George Nichols, our board chairman, 
had heartfelt remarks about docents. We owe them all a debt of 
gratitude.

Front row: Robert Teitsworth, Mary Jane Teitsworth, 
Milene Radford, Betsy Beatty

Back row: Steve Vize, Darrell Radford, John Hoopes, 
Jayme Finley, Sue Riding, Nancy Hoopes, Susi Fuller, 
Beth Walker, Jim Taylor, George Nichols

Beth Walker and Susi Fuller

The 2023 Docents: Laura Afana,

Barbara and Joe Baranek, Betsy 
Beatty, David Black, Laura Brooks, 
Ron Domingos, David and Donna 
Fernow, Jayme Finley, Susi Fuller, 
Alice Henson, John and Nancy 
Hoopes, Dennis and Marsha Jaehnig, 
George Nichols, Greg O’Sullivan, 
Sue Riding, Darrell and Milene 
Radford, Jim Taylor, Robert and 
Mary Jane Teitsworth, Steve Vize, 
Beth Walker


What was once old, is now new!
Kudos to our multi-talented 
members!  John Hoopes and Steve 
Vize (pictured on right) completed a 
much-needed repair to the Museum 
stairs.  THM also thanks Weyrick 
Lumber for their generous discount 
on building supplies. 

By the way…


The Museum is fortunate to have talented folks who meet weekly to restore our antique vehicles and 
work on many different projects in the blacksmith shop, around the Museum, or putting their skills to 
work on a set of stairs!  Interested?  We thought so.  Contact THM at templetonmuseum@gmail.com.


mailto:templetonmuseum@gmail.com
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Let’s get building!

Wall of Honor
New bricks have been placed along our 
Wall of Honor, which is a lovely place to 
reflect and remember in the flower-filled 
courtyard. Visit templetonmuseum.com to 
learn more about creating a lasting 
memory along the Wall of Honor.

The Heritage House at the Templeton History Museum will provide a new home for our growing collection of antique vehicles 
and more! Help preserve and promote our community’s history by donating today. 


No donation is too small and every dollar is appreciated!


Make tax-deductible donations (ID#770237587) to: Templeton Historical Museum,  P.O.  Box 788, Templeton, CA 93465


Enter to Win!


Just a $5 donation gets you a ticket to win one or both of these two 
great prizes at the Thursday, April 25th Membership Meeting!  

Enter either or both drawings as often as you want.  Good luck!
Candle holder 

from the 
THM 

blacksmith
shop

Premium 
wines from 

Clavo
Cellars

http://templetonmuseum.com
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Thank you for your support
We would like to thank all of our individual and business members who 
help keep the doors open and the lights on!  Membership gives you this 
newsy newsletter, flash updates, supports membership meetings, 
historical speakers, and much more.  We hope you will continue to be a 
part of the Museum and invite a friend to join today! It costs so little and 
your support goes a long way.

Onx Winery

Kevin Hunt Insurance

Hewitt!s Hardware

Templeton Women!s Club

Templeton Floor Company

Central Coast Pharmacy

Carol!s Stained Glass

Courtney Morrow Insurance

Matt!s Music

Martinelli Landscaping

Clavo Cellars

Join the Museum today, or bring a friend!
Templeton Historical Museum, P.O. Box 788, Templeton, CA 93465 
Located at 309 S. Main St.,Templeton
templetonmuseum@gmail.com

Name ___________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________

Templeton Smog and Service 
Center

Jack Creek Farms

Finley Family Nursery

Templeton Feed and Grain

Platinum Properties

Simons Construction

Templeton Market & Deli

Bethel Lutheran Church

Bank of the Sierra

Joe Elkins, Architect

Membership Rates
Individual          $15
Family           $25
Lifetime: family/individual   $250
Business          $100
Lifetime Business          $1000

Be part of something 
truly historic…become a 
Museum docent.


Just one shift (four hours) a 
month keeps this place 
humming. Contact our 
Museum’s docent coordinator, 
Jayme Finley at     
templetonmuseum@gmail.com.

Thank you business members! 
Click to connect!

Matt Oppedahl, Edward 
Jones Investments

Paso Robles/Templeton 
Chamber of Commerce

The Pig Iron/Templeton 
Mercantile

tel:(805)%20434-2177
tel:(805)%20434-2177
tel:(805)%20239-1915
https://www.finleyfamilynursery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TempletonFeedGrain/
https://platinumteamproperties.com/
tel:(805)%20434-0217
tel:(805)%20434-2345
https://www.blctempleton.org/
https://www.bankofthesierra.com/locations/templeton-office/
tel:(805)%20434-1821
https://onxwines.com/
tel:(805)%20434-3276
https://www.hewitthardware.com/
https://www.templetonwomensclub.org/
https://www.templetonfloorcompany.com/
https://www.ccpsrx.com/
tel:(805)%20434-2133
http://courtneymorrow.com
https://www.mattsmusicandmore.com/
tel:(805)%20434-0503
https://www.clavocellars.com/
tel:(805)%20434-5336
tel:(805)%20434-5336
tel:(805)%20434-1789
tel:(805)%20434-1789
https://www.pigirontempleton.com/
https://www.pigirontempleton.com/
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